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The Executive Board of the F. P. A. at its last 
meeting elected Mr. Albert Lytle Deane National 
Treasurer of the Association. Mr. Deane is Vice- 
President of the General Motors Acceptance Cor- 
poration. 

The Board also elected Miss Esther G. Ogden 
Acting Secretary. 














DISARMAMENT FUTILITIES 





TORMY sessions, plain speaking and 

no tangible results marked the fifth 
session of the League Preparatory Dis- 
armament Commission which met in Ge- 
neva from March 15 to 24. Russia, Tur- 
key and the United States were repre- 
sented, and the Russians were responsible 
for most of the fireworks. 

The Commission was charged with con- 
sideration of the Russian proposal for 
complete disarmament presented at its 
session November 30, 1927. This plan 
provided for the following: 


1. Disbandment of all the armed land, air 
and naval forces. 

2. Destruction of all arms, warships, mili- 
tary airships, fortresses, and factories for 
military production. ; 

3. Abolition of any form of compulsory mili- 
tary service. 

4. Suppression of appropriations for war 
purposes. 

5. Abolition of war, naval, and military avi- 
ation ministries and chiefs of staff. 

6. Legislative prohibition of all military 
propaganda and military instruction of the 
young by State organizations and public so- 
cieties. 

7. Promulgation of laws according to which 
the violation of the above-mentioned clauses 
would be considered a serious crime against 
the State. 


In first presenting the Soviet proposal, 
M. Litvinov stated that the work of the 
Preparatory Commission had to date been 
“purely decorative” and that absolutely 
nothing had been accomplished. At the 
March meeting he reiterated his criti- 
cism. Count von Bernstorff, head of the 
German delegation, expressed sympathy 
for the Russian viewpoint and strongly 
advocated, as a first step in the right di- 
rection, the fullest publicity concerning 
the armaments of all nations of the world. 


The members of the Preparatory Commis- 
sion were flustered by this frank criticism 
and on March 20, Lord Cushendun, head 
of the British delegation, launched a se- 
vere counter-attack. He charged that the 
Soviet Government came to Geneva, after 
refusing for seven years to cooperate, only 
to revile the League and sabotage its work; 
and pointing out that the Soviet proposal 
failed to mention the League, he riddled 
the plan, article by article. The noble 
Lord finally intimated that the object of 
the Russian proposal was to remove ob- 
stacles to the World Revolution in bour- 
geois countries. 

The following sessions of the Commis- 
sion witnessed charges and counter- 
charges of bad faith, a demand by Ger- 
many for immediate settlement of a date 
for a general disarmament conference and 
Franco-German recriminations in regard 
to fulfillment of treaty pledges. Finally, 
the British reiterated their proposal made 
at the Coolidge Conference for reduction 
of capital ship tonnage, and the Russians 
introduced a new proposal as follows: 


1. Division of the world into four groups 
according to size of armaments and reduction 
according to category—states with large forces 
reducing the most. Application of the same 
principle to reduction of naval tonnage. 


2. Abolition of air warfare, poison-gas, 
tanks, long-range guns, high calibre artillery. 

3. A permanent international control com- 
mission composed of legislative and workers’ 
representatives. 


The Commission finally adjourned after 
adopting a resolution empowering Chair- 
man Louden to reconvene it when he con- 
siders the date to be “practically useful.” 
Both Russian proposals, the German pub- 
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licity plan, and the report of the Security 
Commission were referred to the govern- 
ments for consideration. M. S. W. 


The League and Its Prodigals 


PAIN has accepted an invitation to re- 

turn to the League household, and 
there is much rejoicing. Upon Germany’s 
admission to the League in 1926, Spain 
demanded a permanent seat on the Coun- 
cil as the mother of the seventeen mem- 
bers of the League of Spanish origin. 
Brazil, although of Portuguese extrac- 
tion, made the same demand and for the 
same reason. When the other members 
did not see fit to accept these requests, 
both Spain and Brazil served the necessary 
two-year notice of withdrawal. Last week 
the Council invited them to return, and 
Spain has made a gracious affirmative re- 
ply. Brazil is non-committal, but it is 
understood that she will decline to return 
as long as there is no permanent Latin- 
American representative on the Council. 
She promises, however, to cooperate with 
Geneva’s technical activities. Bound to us 
by ties of sympathy, as the Havana Con- 
ference showed, Brazil’s decision may be 
influenced by the attitude of the United 
States toward the League. 


Argentina also shows signs of increas- 
ing sympathy. As early as July, 1919, 
Argentina informed the League of its ad- 
hesion to the Covenant, subject to the ap- 
proval of her legislature—which so far 
has not been given. Argentina was nev- 
ertheless represented at the 1920 Assem- 
bly, but withdrew upon the failure of the 
Assembly to take to its bosom the Central 
Powers. Recently, however, she paid up 
her quota of League expenses and now 
maintains a permanent representative 
at Geneva. Last fall the government 
urged upon the Argentinian Congress the 
passage of a bill of adhesion to the League, 
which, however, failed of adoption before 
adjournment. Argentinian representatives 
have, nevertheless, attended the meetings 
of various League Commissions, and the 
representative at the recent meeting of 
the Security Commission made his pres- 
ence known by a virtual repudiation of 
the Monroe Doctrine, which he declared 
was not a “regional understanding,” and 
had not been explicitly approved by any 
Latin-American state. In view of Argen- 
tina’s traditional opposition to Pan-Amer- 
ican agreements, in contrast to interna- 
tional ones, and especially in view of her 
rough and tumble fight with the United 
States at Havana, it is logical to believe 
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that she will soon be knocking at the 
League’s door. 


_ The only state which has definitely re- 
tired from the League is Costa Rica. Its 
resignation went into effect January l, 


1927, R. L. B. 


“With Obligatory Force” 


N March 21, President Diaz of Nicar- 
agua promulgated a decree providing 
for United States supervision of the Nic- 
araguan elections, due next October. The 
text was made public by the State De- 
partment on March 26. A presidential 
decree was necessary because the Nicarag- 
uan House of Representatives failed to 
pass the McCoy Bill authorizing American 
supervision. The decree suspends the so- 
called Dodds Election Law, framed in 
1923 by an American expert, and vests 
extensive powers in General Frank R. Mc- 
Coy, designated President of the National 
Board of Elections by the Supreme Court 
of Nicaragua. Article 1 reads as follows: 
Article 1. The National Board of Elections, 
as now constituted under the electoral law of 
March 20th, 1923, with General Frank Ross 
McCoy as President, and with Dr. Ramon 
Castillo and Dr. Enoc Aguado as political 
members, is hereby vested with full and gen- 
eral authority to supervise the elections of 
1928 for the Supreme Authorities and to pre- 
scribe, with obligatory force, all measures 
necessary for the registration of voters, for 
the casting and counting of ballots and regard- 
ing all other matters that may pertain to the 
election. 

The constitutionality of the decree, 
which was questioned by Nicaraguans op- 
posed to the McCoy Bill, is defended on 
the ground that it is in accord with Ar- 
ticle 3 of the Constitution, under which the 
Executive Branch is charged with the 
duty, among others, of preserving the in- 
ternal peace and security of the Republic, 
and of taking measures necessary to in- 
sure to its inhabitants the sacred right of 


suffrage. W.T.S 


The F. P. A. in Washington 


An F. P. A. Memorandum on the U. S. 
Navy was read into the Congressional 
Record of March 16, when Representative 
Theodore E. Burton, from Ohio, speaking 
before the House, said: 

“T desire. . . . unanimous consent to have 
inserted with my remarks a statement pre- 
pared by the Foreign Policy Association. . . 
which it is maintained is more carefully pre- 
pared than any statement that has yet been 
presented to the House.” 

Excerpts from the Congressional Record 
of March 16 are being sent to all F. P. A. 
members. 





The Editors alone are responsible for such opinions as they may express in the News Bulletin. 
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